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The Geauga County Health District is dedicated to providing public health services by detecting,
educating and preventing personal and environmental health problems in our community.
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Personal Health Services
(440) 279-1950
Adult Immunization Clinics
BCMH Visits
Child Immunization Clinics
Communicable Disease Surveillance &
Investigations
Health Assessment
Influenza (Flu) Clinics
Health Promotion & Education
HIV & AIDS Education
Maternal & Newborn Home Visits
Senior Clinics
TB Testing & Surveillance
Walk-in Pregnancy Testing
Well Child Clinics
Women, Infant’s & Children (WIC)

Environmental Health Division
(440) 279-1900
Animal Bite Investigation
County Camp & RV Park Inspections
Manufactured Home Park Inspections
Nuisance Complaint Investigations
Plumbing Permits & Inspections
Private Water Well Permits & Inspections
Rabies Prevention & Surveillance
Retail Food Establishment Inspections
Restaurant / Food Service Inspections
Temporary & Mobile Food Service Inspections
School Environmental Inspections
Semi-Public Sewage Certificates & Inspections
Septage Land Application Site Inspections
Septic Tank Cleaner Permits & Inspections
Sewage Treatment Permits & Inspections
For Sale of Property Permits & Inspections
Solid & Infectious Waste Inspections
Solid Waste & Water Hauler Truck Permits
& Inspections
Swimming Pool Inspections
Tattoo & Body Piercing Permits & Inspections
Vending Machine Inspections

J. Bradley Moritz, M.D.
Medical Director

Vital Statistics
(440) 279-1902
Birth Certificates
Death Certificates
Burial Permits

Administration

Registrar
Fiscal Coordinator
Computer Systems Support
Bio-terrorism & Emergency Planning

470 Center Street Building #8 ● Chardon, Ohio 44024 ● (440) 279-1900
Visit Us Online at http://www.geaugacountyhealth.org

The Geauga County Health District experienced numerous changes in 2007, both good and bad.
The Ohio Department of Health continued to shift its financial burden to local health districts
without increasing subsidies. This will result in a changing face of public health as we are
attempting to do more with less, realizing the services we can provide will be limited by the
financial resources we possess. I have highlighted important issues that we confronted in 2007
while continuing to deliver excellent public health services.
We experienced a significant reduction in new household sewage installation permits issued in
the first seven months of 2007. The drop coincided with the implementation of the state-mandated
Household Sewage Treatment Rules that resulted in dramatic declines in revenue and a financial
hardship on the Health District’s budget. Attempts to delay this message to ODH and state
regulators prior to their implementation were ignored by most. Fortunately, Senator Grendell took
hold of the potential disaster, and the rules were rescinded in HB 119 for a couple years. ODH is
working to reintroduce the rules through an appointed sewage committee that is examining the
financial impact of treatment technologies on the residents of Ohio. In the meantime, we have
returned to the rules in place prior to the state-mandated rules with some slight modifications. The
Ohio Department of Health is determined to have revised household sewage rules in place by 2009.
Some Environmental Health Division staff members have taken advanced training to utilize the
portable gas chromatograph/mass spectrometer for chemical water testing. Utilizing this
technology will provide added security for all residents within Geauga County. The Hapsite,
purchased in partnership with EMA, can assist other County departments in analyzing liquids, soil
and air samples. Geauga County is proud to say that we are the only county in the state of Ohio to
have such a capability. The importance of this investment will be realized shortly as we offer water
well sampling to homeowners potentially affected by ever-increasing gas well drilling throughout
the County.
The Health District has collaborated with nearby emergency response agencies, both in and out
of the county, to share resources in the event of a pandemic or other extraordinary event affecting
public health. Our Personal Health Services Division staff has experienced increased demands for
services parallel to economic challenges facing the community.
We are also moving closer to the implementation of a Web-based portal that will allow residents
greater access to property information maintained by this office from the comfort of their homes.
While not complete, portions of the application will be available in late 2008.
Despite the economic challenges we are faced with, the health district will continue to provide
quality public health services to the residents of Geauga County.

Robert K. Weisdack
Health Commissioner

Residential Sewage Treatment

Environmental Health
Services Rendered 2007

Plumbing Permits ................................ 493
Plumbing Inspections ......................... 998
Private Water System Permits ............ 265
Private Water System
Samples/Inspections ........................ 651
Semi-Public Sewage Certificates ........ 529
Semi-Public Sewage Inspections ....... 762
Sewage Permits .................................. 347
Sewage Inspections ......................... 1,880
Sewage Lot Evaluations ...................... 222
Solid/Infectious Waste Inspections ......55
Animal Bite Investigations ................. 249
Rabies Specimens Processed .................95
Positive Rabies Cases in Animals.............0
County & State Camp Inspections .........11
Manufactured Home Park ......................27
Nuisance Complaint Inspections ........ 300
School Inspections .............................. 111
Swimming Pool Inspections ..................77

Food Service Protection

Food Service Operation Inspect ...... 1,092
Vending Machine Inspections ................33
Retail Food Establishment Inspect ..... 333
Mobile & Temporary ............................ 149
All FSO & RFE Permits ......................... 656

Most homes in Geauga County are served by individual
household sewage systems, which are regulated by the Geauga
County Health District. The health district regulates sewage
systems for all 1, 2, and 3 family residences in the county.
A sewage permit must be obtained from the health district
prior to the installation or alteration of a sewage system. Before
issuing a permit to install or alter a sewage system, an evaluation
of the lot is conducted. The health district visits each property and
evaluates the lot for a sewage system. If the lot is approved then
a sewage permit can be issued. All lots in new subdivisions must
be evaluated and approved before any sewage permits are issued
in the subdivision. All sewage systems are inspected at the time of
installation to assure compliance with the rules.
The health district has a For Sale of Property inspection
requirement for all homes that are sold in the county. Every home
that is sold in Geauga County is required to have an inspection of
the sewage system by the health department. This assures the
new homeowner that they have a properly functioning sewage
system at the time of purchase.
The department maintains an active nuisance complaint
program concerning sewage and other complaints.
Written
complaints submitted to this office are investigated. If the
complaints are justified orders will be issued to abate the
nuisance. This may result in owners being required to install a
new sewage system.
This office also licenses and inspects semi-public sewage
systems that treat less than 25,000 gallons of effluent per day.
This includes about 140 extended aeration treatment systems and
550 septic tank systems.
The department maintains records on systems installed in the
county. Homeowners can obtain information and drawings on
their sewage system by calling the office. We can educate the
homeowners about components, location, operation and
maintenance of the sewage system.
Maintaining the sewage system is the responsibility of each
homeowner. This requires periodic pumping of the septic tanks,
cleaning and maintaining filters, alternating the use of leach
trench fields where applicable, maintaining electrical components
such as aerators and pumps, and maintaining disinfection units.
Every homeowner needs to monitor what enters the septic system
and goes out into the soil and the environment.

Private Water Systems
Protecting the ground water and assuring that it is safe to
drink is the goal of the private water systems program. Water well
drillers and other contractors who service wells must be licensed
through the Ohio Department of Health. Permits are required prior
to drilling, altering or sealing a well. New wells are inspected and
sampled for bacteria and must comply with the state code prior to
being approved for use. In addition to bacteria sampling, we now
have the capability of conducting extensive chemical scans.
For more information on the private water program, please
visit the Geauga County Health District Web site. In 2007, the
Health District issued 265 private water permits and conducted
651 inspections/water samples.

2007 Financial Report

Revenue

Revenue

Fees ..................................... $ 961,704
Township Assessment ........................ 0
State Subsidy ............................ 27,521
Levy ....................................... 439,289
Miscellaneous ............................ 12,811
Cash Carryover ...................... 1,354,199
Grant Reimbursements ............. 336,673
Total Receipts .................... $ 3,132,197

Grants State
11% 1%

Cash
43%

Fees
31%

Levy
14%

Expenditures
Personnel Costs.................. $ 1,874,850
Supplies.....................................20,625
Vaccine .....................................30,523
Equipment .................................18,619
Maintenance & Repair .................15,291
Remit to State & Lab Fees ...........35,454
Travel & Training........................32,389
Other ...................................... 166,010
Total Expenditures.............. $ 2,193,761

Employees by Division

Personal Health Services ................. 10
Administration & Vital Statistics ......... 6
Environmental Health ..................... 14
Women, Infant, Children ................... 4
Total Employees ............................. 34

Grant Revenues........................ 419,788
Grant Expenditures ................... 462,946

Vital Statistics

The Geauga County Health District Office of Vital Statistics
records all birth and death occurrences in Geauga County.
In 2007, there were 1,266 births including 609 females and 657
males. 1,118 births were at UHHS Geauga Medical Center, 129
births were at Middlefield Care Center and there were 18 home
births. This represents an decrease of 61 births from 2006.
There were 632 deaths recorded in Geauga County for 2007. The
Health District Medical Director reviews all death certificates and
compiles statistics of most common causes of death.
2007 Most Common Causes of Death
Heart Disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201
Cancer (Lung 26, Colorectal 24) . . . . . . . . . . . 152
Neurologic (Dementia 69, Stroke 21) . . . . . . . 127
Infection (Pneumonia 35) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
64
COPD (Lung Disease) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
31
Certified copies of birth and death records are available at our
office or by mail for $16.50 each. Debit cards are accepted at the
office. Credit cards can be processed online or by phone for an
additional fee.

Public Health Emergency Preparedness
The Geauga County General Health District continues to be actively involved in emergency preparedness
planning for our entire county. We coordinate our plans with the other Northeast Ohio health departments,
hospitals, emergency services, law enforcement, fire departments, schools, the American Red Cross and other
related agencies. This planning prepares staff for responding to a wide range of emergencies such as: natural
disasters, severe weather conditions, environmental emergencies, chemical disasters, disease outbreaks and
mass casualties.
In 2007, Health District staff was involved in the following emergency planning projects:
Presented preparedness information sessions to community groups
Tested our emergency plans by participating in emergency drills and tabletops with community
partners across Northeast Ohio
Provided the health district staff with incident management training
Established a Medical Reserve Corps for Geauga County
Purchased supplies to establish an emergency vaccination or
medication distribution clinic
Being prepared for any emergency, whether it is a house fire, power outage,
snowstorm, disease pandemic or terrorist attack requires planning. We urge
members of the Geauga County community to take the time to work out a
disaster plan and to gather supplies to keep in your home and workplace. It is
important to include your household members in this plan so that everyone will
know what to do, where to go, and how to communicate in an emergency.

Women, Infants & Children (WIC)
Geauga WIC, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children, provides highly
nutritious foods, nutrition education, and referral services to over 800 residents of our community. WIC offers
services to income eligible pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding women, infants and children up to the age
of five. From June to October, the WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program supports local farmers by offering
Ohio grown fresh fruits and vegetables to our participants.
Nutrition education and counseling is provided by our registered dietitians to all WIC participants and
parents, or caretakers, of child participants. Special attention is being given to address the increase in childhood
obesity by providing nutritional and behavioral intervention, and as well as physician referrals for children
identified at a higher risk for health related complications. WIC core services include referrals to prenatal and
pediatric health care, and other health and human service programs. Our community is healthier and better
served because of WIC’s relationship with a broad network of local partners, referral services, and partnership
with various Ohio Department of Health programs
An emphasis is placed on the benefits of breastfeeding to all participating pregnant
women. Breastfeeding education and support is provided by an experienced lactation
consultant. In addition, breastfeeding aids such as breast pumps may be provided to
eligible mothers returning to work or school. Infant formulas are also available as
needed. Geauga WIC and University Hospitals Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital
are collaborating to offer convertible car seats and a related child restraint safety class
to WIC clients. Geauga WIC is also involved in community activities including area
health fairs, the 3rd annual Kids Fest, and hosted the 6th Annual Diaper Dash at the
Great Geauga County Fair.
WIC offers three convenient clinic locations for
Geauga County residents in Chardon, Middlefield
and Chagrin Falls. An evening clinic is also
available in Chardon to accommodate families who
are unable to attend day clinics due to employment
or transportation issues. More information is
available online at http://geaugacountyhealth.org
or contacting the WIC office at (440) 279-1936.

Raccoon-Strain Rabies in Geauga County
Since the confirmed discovery of raccoon-strain
rabies in Geauga County in July 2004, there has
been an ongoing, collaborative effort to monitor and
control the spread of the disease. The primary
agencies involved have included the Ohio
Department of Health, the USDA Wildlife Services,
and the US Centers for Disease Control, as well as
the local Health Districts in Geauga, Lake,
Ashtabula, Portage, Summit, and Cuyahoga
Counties. Stopping the spread of this disease is the goal of this effort.
For the fourth consecutive year, the Geauga County Health District
has been directly involved with specimen collection, most of which were
road-killed raccoons, some wildlife that had been exposed to household
pets or humans, and some wildlife that had demonstrated behavior
consistent with a sick animal. In 2007, there were zero positive cases of
raccoon-strain rabies found in Geauga County. However, there were nine
positive cases in neighboring Lake County, one in Cuyahoga County and
one in Mahoning County. The historic positive cases for Geauga County
were 23 in 2004, 11 in 2005, and 4 in 2006.
The USDA Wildlife Services has continued their trap, test and release
program. There were 167 samples tested in Geauga County. Surveillance
has increased significantly in neighboring counties, with 369 raccoons
tested in Lake County, 225 in Cuyahoga County and 50 in Portage
County.
The Ohio Department of Health conducted two oral rabies vaccinations
by airplane and hand delivery over Ashtabula, Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga
and portions of Portage and Summit Counties in 2007. Registered
Sanitarians from the Geauga County Health District assisted by hand
baiting that allowed for a distribution in more densely populated
municipalities and at locations more attractive to raccoons. Surveillance of
the raccoon population will continue into 2008 to monitor the
effectiveness of the ORV baiting. The 2008 ORV baiting will target eastern
Cuyahoga County, northeast Summit County, northern Portage County
and all of Lake and Geauga Counties.
Thanks to local veterinarians, volunteers and community businesses, a
low cost household pet vaccination clinic was held in 2007. This clinic
offered vaccination for household pets including dogs, cats and ferrets.
For the residents of Geauga County, the first line of defense against
rabies is to avoid contact with wild animals, sick or injured animals, and
animals you do not know. Pet vaccinations should be kept current and
pets should not be permitted to roam. Closing garbage can lids and not
feeding household pets outdoors can help eliminate food sources that
attract wild animals in residential areas. Residents should continue to
report all animal bites to the Health District and contact us if they suspect
the possibility of a rabies exposure to themselves or a household pet.

Food Program Division
The goal of the Food Safety Division of the Geauga
County Health District is to ensure that safe and wholesome
food is provided to the public. Locations that sell food to the
public such as restaurants, grocery stores, mobile food
stands, temporary food stands, and vending machines must
fulfill the requirements set forth in the Ohio Revised Code
and the Ohio Uniform Food Safety Code. A license is
purchased from the Geauga County Health District and
inspections are routinely conducted to ensure compliance
with the rules of the Ohio Uniform Food Safety Code.
Inspection frequency is based upon state law and is
determined by risk classification of the facility. Areas
addressed during an inspection include staff hygiene, food
handling, physical facilities, and general sanitation practices.
In addition to educating the operators of the food
facilities during inspections and completing several
personalized consultations, the department offered a
ServSafe seminar on food safety. The staff also provided
food safety education to the public and answered their
many questions. When a food borne outbreak is suspected,
it is investigated and laboratory test collections are
completed. There were no food-borne outbreaks linked to
any of our licensed food facilities during 2007.
Each inspector in this division takes a minimum of
eighteen hours of accredited continuing education each year
and routinely works with the Ohio Department of Health and
the Ohio Department of Agriculture for updates on rule
changes. The Ohio Department of Health conducted an
audit to ensure the Food Safety Division complies with the
requirements of the Ohio Revised Code and to ensure that
the rules of the Ohio Uniform Food Safety Code are being
enforced. The Food Safety Division fulfilled the requirements
of this audit.

Solid Waste Program
The Geauga County Health District has an aggressive and proactive Solid Waste Program. The department conducts
inspections of scrap tire generators, large and small infectious waste generators, closed landfills, compost sites, solid
waste transporters and solid waste nuisance sites. Emphasis has been on the enforcement of solid waste laws
pertaining to mosquito control and scrap tire generators, due to West Nile Fever. Improperly stored, rimless scrap tires
can quickly become efficient mosquito breeding sites. The registered scrap tire generators in Geauga County are
inspected annually to ensure that the scrap tires are stored and disposed of in accordance with the rules.
There were two solid waste collection events held in Geauga County in 2007, one for appliances and one for
household hazardous wastes. These collection events are scheduled again for 2008 and help reduce the amount of solid and hazardous
wastes that may be discarded illegally.
Some of the waste materials collected included:
Scrap Tires ............................................ 68.89 tons Scrap metal recycled ............................36,076 lbs
Vehicles recycled ........................................... .308 Freon ..................................................... 363 units

The Geauga-Trumbull Solid Waste District operates a household Hazardous Waste Recycling Facility at 5138 Enterprise Blvd., Warren,
Ohio. This facility operates from spring to fall, providing disposal of household hazardous wastes for residents. The facility will be open
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM on Wednesdays from May thru September and the first Saturday of the month from 9:00 AM to noon during
May, June, July and August, 2007.

The Personal Health Services Division of the Geauga County Health District is
responsible for maintaining a healthy and prepared community through various
programs. Our focus is on prevention, and many of our services are offered at different
locations throughout the county, as well as through home visits. The following is a
summary of our various programs and those who are served through them.

2008 Children’s
Immunization Clinics

Free to Geauga County residents regardless of
income and $5.00 per child, per visit for out of
county residents.

Chardon

Geauga County Health District
470 Center St., Building 8
2nd Wednesday—9:00 AM to 11:30 AM

Chardon Evening

Geauga County Health District
470 Center St., Building 8
3rd Tuesday 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Middlefield

First United Methodist Church
14999 S. State St. (State Route 608)
4th Monday (except May)
9:00 AM to 11:30 AM

Middlefield Evening

First United Methodist Church
14999 S. State St. (State Route 608)
3rd Thursday - 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Parkman

Parkman Community Center
16295 Main Market (US Route 422)
4th Tuesday - 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Jan., Mar., May, July, Sep., Nov. only

Russell

Russell Fire-Rescue Station
14810 Chillicothe Rd. (State Route 306)
1st Thursday—9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Feb., Apr., Jun., Jul., Aug., Oct, Dec. only

Troy

Troy Community Center
13950 Main Market (US Route 422)
4th Tuesday - 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Feb., April, June, Aug., Oct., Dec. only

Friday

Morning Clinic
Adult Immunizations
TB Testing
Blood Pressure Screening
Geauga County Health District
470 Center St. Building 8
Fridays — 8:30 am to 11:00 am
There are no clinics on public holidays

Children’s Services

Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH) – The Geauga
County Health District serves as the local contact for families who participate
in this program. The BCMH program provides early identification, evaluation,
referral, and coordination of services for children from birth to 21 years with
handicapping conditions. Under this program, the child’s family is able to
receive culturally competent home visits from the public health nurse, which
may include child assessment, care plan development, health promotion,
and advocacy on behalf of the family. There is no charge to families for
participation in this program, and in 2007, the public health nurses made
147 home visits to children in this program.
Maternal / Newborn Home Visits: The Geauga County public health
nurses provide home visits to newly delivered mothers and their infants. The
home visits are voluntary, free of charge, and include evaluation of the
mother’s recovery following delivery, assessment of the infant’s early growth
and development, information on a variety of preventive health issues for
the family, and referral to other community agencies and resources. The
funding for this service comes through the Geauga County Family First
Council as a grant from the Ohio Department of Health “Help Me Grow”
program. Last year we made 301 home visits to families in the county and
collected blood specimens on 35 newborns for state required screening.
Maternity Survey – A representative from the nursing division attends and
participates in the annual maternity licensure survey of the local hospital and
birthing center, which is conducted by the Ohio Department of Health. After
the site visit, the Board of Health is presented with the survey results, which
are reviewed before the board votes to approve or deny re-licensure for
each of these facilities. The nursing division is also responsible for
investigating any complaints received regarding the maternity facilities.
SIDS Home Visits – The Nursing services division provides a public health
nurse home visit to families who have lost an infant for any unexpected
reason. The purpose of the visit is to provide support, information, and
referral services to bereaved families and to give them an opportunity to
express their feelings in a safe and non-judgmental environment.
Children’s Immunizations: Clinics for children’s immunizations are held
throughout the county and staffed by the public health nurses. No
appointments are necessary at these clinics and immunizations are free of
charge to Geauga county residents. The vaccines available at these clinics
are supplied to the Health District by the Ohio Department of Health. In
2007, we held 65 clinics where we administered 5487 immunizations to
2073 children.
School Services – In Geauga county schools with less than 100 students,
the public health nurses assist with health record management, vision
screenings, and appropriate health care referrals. There are currently 42
schools within our county that fall into this category and they serve over
1700 students. In 2007, 102 school visits were made. To all Geauga county
schools, the nurses provide illness outbreak surveillance, age appropriate
vaccination for students, and pertinent information regarding child health
issues.
Well Child Services – Well child clinics are held twice a month in
Middlefield for children whose families are uninsured and meet certain
financial guidelines. At these clinics, the child receives health screening for
vision, hearing, development, dental, and nutrition. Physical exams are done
by a physician, immunizations are updated, and the family receives
appropriate health education. This service is supported with funding from
the Child and Family Health Services grant through the Ohio Department of
Health and served 361 children in 2007.

Adult Services

Communicable Disease Investigation: The nursing
division assures the effective surveillance of communicable
diseases reported in Geauga County by compliance with the
Ohio Department of Health Infectious Disease reporting
requirements and CDC recommendations. The Health
District conducts surveillance and performs contact
investigation on diseases that pose a public health threat
due to their communicability or virulence. This division also
actively participates, along with sanitarians from the
environmental health division, whenever a food borne
illness outbreak is suspected. In 2007, the health district
investigated 244 reports of communicable disease.
Vector-borne Disease Surveillance – The nursing
division provides information and data collection for any
possible or confirmed vector-borne disease in collaboration
with the Environmental Health division. Included in this
category of diseases is West Nile virus, Lyme disease, and
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, to name just a few. In 2007,
only one vector borne disease was reported in our county.
Tuberculosis Control: In accordance with Ohio law, the
nursing division promotes tuberculosis control and
containment in Geauga County by screening high-risk
populations, contact investigation, maintaining a register of
positive reactors, and following through with suitable
treatment for appropriate individuals. We also perform
routine TB tests, which are required by some employers
and some residential facilities, at our office clinic on Friday
mornings. In 2007, we administered 367 TB tests and have
had nine positive reactors.
Adult Immunization Services – The nursing staff
conducts weekly clinics at the Chardon office for adult
immunizations and blood pressure screenings throughout
the year. In addition to this, flu vaccine clinics are held
throughout the county at occupational settings during the
fall months. The fee schedule for adult immunizations is
determined by the Board of Health and is available by
contacting the Chardon office. In 2007, the nursing division
administered 473 adult immunizations and 2003 flu shots.
Senior Services – The Health District provides the
services of a public health nurse for health promotion to
the Adult Day Care clients who attend the central Geauga
Senior Center in Chardon. Participants who receive nursing
services are selected by Department on Aging staff. These
services are funded by the Title III/Community Block Grant
procured by the Department on Aging. A weekly blood
pressure screening clinic is also held there and staffed by
public health nurses. There were 1026 blood pressure
screenings performed at the Geauga Senior Center in 2007.

Personal Health Services
Summary 2007
Communicable Disease Inv. ........... 253
Tuberculosis Tests Administered ..... 367
Help Me Grow/Newborn Visits ........ 299
Well Child Service Visits .................. 388
Amish School Visits ......................... 177
BCMH Home Visits ........................... 147
Orthopedic Clinic Visits...................... 35
Neurology Clinic Visits ....................... 41
Adult Immunizations Admin ............ 350
Children’s Immunizations Clinics ...... 66
Children’s Immunizations Admin . 2,509
Senior Clinic Visits at Sr. Centers . 1,026
Senior Clinic HD Office ...................... 59
Flu Shots Administered................. 2,003
Pregnancy Testing ............................... 5

